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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

October 2, 1888.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. VooRHEES, from the Committee on the Library, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany bill S. 3384.]

The Committee on the Libraryj to whom was referred the bill (8. 3384) to

' purchase the Travis life-size oil portrait of Abraham Lincoln,, have duly

considered the same and submit the following report:

The life-size oil portrait of Abraham Lincoln was painted in the win-

ters of 1864-'65, by Geo. W. F. Travis, of Frankfortonthe-Main, and
it is pronounced by all that knew this truly great man as the best and
only true life-like full life size oil painting that has ever been produced
of him. This picture was painted just at the close of Mr. Lincoln's first

administration and at the commencement of his second, just at the close

of the war of the rebellion, and a short time before Mr. Lincoln's un-

timely death. Mr. Travis, the artist, was a son of a portrait painter of

local renown in Germany, who had been a soldier under Blucher in the
Waterloo campaigns. Young Travis received a military education, and
also inherited his father's genius for portrait painting. In the fall of

1864 he arrived in New York City and offered his services to the Gov-
ernment. He was enrolled and sent to Governor's Island, but upon
medical examination was rejected as unfit for service in the field on ac-

count of pulmonary affection.

Greatly disappointed, he came to Washington, and while here con-
ceived the idea of painting the portrait of President Lincoln. Those
to whom he spoke on the subject, however, considered him a sort of a
mild crank and gave him no encouragement. One day he saw Mr. Lin-
coln on the street, and approaching introduced himself, telling him his

history, and made a strong appeal to the President in support of his

request for a sitting. He told the President he had tendered his serv-

ice to the Government as a soldier to fight for the preservation of the
nation, but had been denied that privilege, and he desired to make a
mark of some kind in the period of this great crisis, and believed he
could paint a picture of the President which would forever identify him
with the issues of the day. The President was much touched by the
man's earnestness and made an appointment for a sitting. He sat for

an hour and told the artist a number of his characteristic and droll

stories. Several other sittings were given, and the picture was finally

finished in the artist's studio at Frankfort-on-the-Main, about two
months after Mr. Lincoln's assassination.
United States Consul Webster saw the painting and was astonished

at the accuracy of the likeness and purchased it. The painting re-
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mained in the consulate until the spring of 1876, when Mr. "Webster sent

it with other paintings to the Centennial Exhibition, where it attracted

much attention, and was pronounced by all the true and life-like Lincoln.

Mrs. Lincoln saw it for the first time in Memorial Hall, and was so over-

come hj its life-like appearance that she fainted and was carried from
the hall. Marshal Ward H. Lamon, Mr. Lincoln's trusted friend and
historian, writes the following letter

:

Washington, February 20, 1888.

Dear Sir : I have been frequently asked to express my opinion of wliat is known
as the Travis painting of Abraham Lincoln, and I am informed that your honorable
commiti^ is now considering the expediency of purchasing the portrait for the pur-
pose of giving it a permanent place in the Capitol.

While I can lay no claim to special skill and accuracy in the matter of art criticism,

yet in my judgment the Travis portrait is the most life-like pictures of Mr. Lincoln
that I have ever seen on canvas. I have examined many paintings of Mr. Lincoln,

and in almost every instance I have found that the artist has sacrificed accuracy to
ornamentation. The Travis portrait presents a real likeness of the man with his

rugged features and irregularities of personal appearance true to life. The face in

this portrait is remarkably life-like, and I venture to say that if the face be covered
and hidden from view, there is not a man who knew him intimately that would not
instantly recognize the trunk and limbs on the canvas as being those of Abraham
Lincoln.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Ward H. Lamon.

Hon. William M. Evarts,
Chairman Library Committee.

Gr. D. K. Privotto, the artist who painted the Cardinal's portrait in

Eome, 1883, and also painted for the New York Bar Association the
picture of the late Chief-Justice Waite, says:

My Dear Sir : I am in receipt of a letter from you regarding the portrait of the
late President Lincoln, which I have already seen, and to see it was to admire. You
wish me to tell you what I think of it as a work of art ; well, all I can say is that it

is the best picture I have ever seen of President Lincoln, and I hope, sir, you will al-

ways keep it where the people can see it. It ought in my humble opinion to be pur-
chased by the Government, and no doubt Senator Evarts, who is a good judge of
paintings, and on the Library Committee, will look favorably on this master-work if

you should desire to sell it.

Very truly, yours,
G. D. N. Prixottos.

This picture has been seen by thousands of Mr. Lincoln's intimate
friends and acquaintances, and is pronounced by all to be the only true

life-like oil portrait of him.
The art of instantaneous photography was in its infancy in 1865,

Mr. Lincoln was one of those peculiar characters whose features, when
at rest, lacked expression and the animation and fire which naturally

belonged to him. It was, therefore, impossible to photograph him as he
really was. When Mr. Lincoln was in conversation every feature of
his gave expression to the subject spoken of, and so strong was this

peculiarity that I have seen him, when speaking on subjects that gave
him pleasure, look actually handsome.

It is the opinion of all that the Travis painting is an especially true
and faithful likeness of Lincoln, and should be placed in a conspicuous
place in our national capital, that he loved so well and gave his life for.

Since the painting has been before the Library Committee several let-

ters have been received by diiferent Senators regarding the purchase
of the portrait for historical and other societies. Among these, one
from Hon. John Moses, secretary of the Chicago Historical Society

j

another from Dr. Matthews, of Springfield, 111., a member of the gov-
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ernor's staff (and was one of the Centennial Commissioners). But as

it is fitting that this portrait of the lamented Lincoln should be in the
possession of the Government, and as this is acknowledged by artists,

art critics, and friends to be the best life-like portrait of him, your com-
mittee unanimously recommend that "the Travis portrait of Lincoln"
be purchased from the present owner, and that the sum of $15,0®0, the
price asked therefor, be appropriated for that purpose.
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